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DEMYSTIFYING MASTODON



- Corporate Social Media is a privacy disaster 

- Nazis (Twitter) 

- Ads and algorithmic posts 

- Threads is BS (in my experience) 

- Bluesky is disappointing (in my experience)

SOCIAL MEDIA: PRIVACY DISASTERS & ALGORITHMIC CHAOS



- Decentralized, open-source framework 

- Privacy-focused and ad-free 

- Extensive options for native clients 

- No algorithms

ENTER MASTODON: THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM



PLUS, IT'S FRIENDLY



SIGNING UP



SIGNING UP
WITH THE MASTODON APP



- Familiar microblogging 

- Follow anyone, any instance 

- Favorite, boost, and quote 

- Content/sensitive warnings 

- Polls 

- Multimedia 

- Keyword filtering 

- Instance blocking

THE EXPERIENCE



- Dozens of apps available for Mac and iOS 

- (and probably Windows and Linux but that seems less relevant) 

- Why use apps and not the web? 

- Multiple accounts 

- Better handling of media and image uploads 

- Notifications and alerts 

- Better experience on iOS 

- Easier management of lists, hashtag follows, and bookmarks

APPS APPS APPS



- Ivory by TapBots: Polished design, ease of use 

- Mona: Customizability, rich media support 

- Metatext: Minimalistic focus, advanced search 

- Official Mastodon app: Simple, single account 

- Openvibe: Bluesky, Mastodon, Tumblr, Threads… 

- Tapestry: RSS, Mastodon 

- Phanpy: Slick web app, good as an SSB 

- Ice Cubes, etc.

APPS APPS APPS



EXPLORING



- A great Instagram replacement 

- Free photo sharing 

- Works with any Mastodon client 

- Specialized apps available

PIXELFED



- Independent servers (Instances) 

- Autonomy and user choice 

- Interaction across instances 

- User Control: Choose your own instance based on values and needs 

- Interoperability: Communication without a central authority

WTF IS FEDERATION?



- Emphasis on data privacy 

- No corporate control 

- Customized platform governance 

- Avoiding echo chambers 

- Resistance to censorship 

- Community-focused engagement

W(HY)TF FEDERATION?



- Several sites offer lists 

- Active user counts and topics of focus 

- mastodonservers.net/servers 

- instances.social

CHOOSING YOUR INSTANCE



- Community and content alignment 

- Moderation policies 

- Size and activity level 

- Technical features 

- Server performance and reliability 

- You can always switch instances

CHOOSING YOUR INSTANCE
CONSIDERATIONS



- mastodon.social: All-purpose and diverse 

- hachyderm.io: Friendly and welcoming 

- pawoo.net: Japanese culture-focused 

- mstdn.party: Creative community-driven 

- trans.lgbt: LGBTQ+ focused 

- social.tchncs.de: Tech-savvy and privacy-conscious 

- scholar.social: Academic engagement 

- fosstodon.org: FOSS discussions 

- Pixelfed.social: Photo sharing platform

CHOOSING YOUR INSTANCE
POPULAR CHOICES



- Brid.gy Fed creates bridged accounts automatically  

- Follow @bsky.brid.gy@bsky.brid.gy on Mastodon 

- On bluesky you'll get: @[handle]@bsky.brid.gy 

- Follow @ap.brid.gy on Bluesky 

- On Mastodon you'll get: @[user].[instance].ap.brid.gy

BUILDING BRIDGES



- Link and Verify your blog:

BUILDING BRIDGES



- WordPress plugins 

- Brett's Jekyll plugins 

- Micro.blog/ActivityPub platforms allow HTML markup

BUILDING BRIDGES



- Just get a custom handle, or build a whole community 

- Requirements: 

- VPS w/ 2GB RAM and a reliable internet connection 

- Docker 

- Domain and SSL 

- Configure settings, moderation, and privacy 

- Build a community 

- Get listed 

- Invite your friends 

- Share your instance on all your socials (including Mastodon)

DIY INSTANCES



- Gotosocial: Enhanced user experience, ease of use, federated 

- Slurp by Vyr: Bring all your socials together, lightweight, cross-platform navigation

DIY INSTANCES (EASY MODE)



- Every Mastodon instance has an API 

- It's free! 

- Availability and endpoints vary 

- Interaction with timelines 

- Support for RSS feeds

SORCERY



- Choose an instance, set up an account! 

- An excellent alternative to centralized platforms 

- Diversity, privacy, and user control 

- Towards a user-centric internet

BUTT WHAT NOW?



- brettterpstra.com 

- @ttscoff@hachyderm.io 

- @ttscoff@pixelfed.social

FINDING BRETT

http://brettterpstra.com

